CHAPTER I.
THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE VEDANTA.
the Indi^Ji Veddnta (which, term includes the SdnKhya and the Yoga
systems) had, long before the beginning of the Christian era, reached
a stage of development, which should have, ere this, received its due
share of appreciation at tlie hands of European thinkers, and. the
fact should have been long ago realised that it was one of the best
systems, if not the best, which, coiild be made the basis of a universal
religion for civilized communities.
But, unfortunately, there is considerable misconception as to its
true character—whether as Philosophy or as Religion. The appar-
ently inconsistent utterances in the Upanishads, the difficulty of
understanding the terminology of the ancient writers and of following
with. patience the dialectics used by them, the comparative indiffer- *
ence of European thinkers, as a class, to any thing that is Indian—
all these have more or less contributed to make the Veddnta as
unattractive as it is difficult.
TSoi is this all. I find that the almost organic theological bias of
most of the European writers on Philosophy and Eeligion whom I
have had occasion to consult, and of most of the Christian Mis-
sionaries who come here on the special mission of evangelising India,
have formed a very formidable impediment to a just and correct
appreciation of the Indian systems of Philosophy.
To remove the misconceptions that at present prevail in respect
of some of its essential doctrines, it is necessary to expound the Ve'
ddnta in a language familiar to modern European thought, and to
show how far it finds confirmation in parallel currents of Western
thought—ancient and modem—and likewise in the discoveries of
modern science.
With this view, the leading ideas of the Veddnta may thus be for-
mulated at the outset:—
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